CHAPTER XV
PREHISTORIC  ANTIQUITIES:   ARCHAEOLOGY
OF the widespread distribution of prehistoric man in
Southern India in the palaeolithic and neolithic ages, and
in the era of rude stone monuments, ample proof is afforded
by the dolmens, cromlechs, and kistvaens of the Deccan,
Nllgiri and Palni hills, and many other localities; the hat
stones (topi kallu) and umbrella stones (kuta kallu) of
Malabar, etc.
Of the ages referred to, the palaeolithic or old stone age
is represented by implements manufactured by chipping
and flaking stones of suitable hardness to an edge or point.
In the later neolithic or new stone age, in which the art of
making pottery came into existence, the implements were
made by chipping, and subsequently rubbing down and
polishing the stones. The neolithic age passed into the iron
age, in which the art of smelting iron, and making pottery
on the wheel, had been discovered, and stone implements
were almost entirely displaced by iron ones.
Extensive finds of palaeolithic implements have been
made, among other places, in the country round Madras,
eg. at Pallavaram, Arkonam, and Pundi near Tiruvallur,
and along the valley of the Penner river in the Cuddapah
district. The implements found at Pundi, and other places
in the neighbourhood, were situated in the laterite beds.
These beds contain boulders of quartzite, from which the
implements were made.
Neolithic implements, believed to be the thunderbolts
of Vishnu, are preserved in little shrines or cells cut in the